Summary. Within the 45 days after an oviposition, fewer female doves which had laid fertile eggs laid a subsequent clutch than did females which had laid infertile eggs. During incubation the fertile eggs were replaced by infertile ones; therefore, this difference was not a result of raising squabs.
Introduction
After pairing, male and female ring doves (Streptopelia risorta) proceed through the stages of courtship, nest building, incubation of a clutch of 2 eggs, and brooding of squabs. The interval between the laying of eggs and the weaning of squabs is about 35 days. If allowed to remain together after raising squabs, ring dove pairs produce their next clutch of eggs about 41 days after the previous oviposition (Cuthbert, 1945) . However, in (Whitman, 1919 (Siegal, 1956 ).
Results
The results are shown in Table 1 (Cheng & Follett, 1976; Cheng, 1977) by comparing pairs which had spontaneously produced infertile eggs to fertile pairs which had no squabs emerge. Cheng (1977) used females preselected for large ovarian follicles and induced them to lay infertile eggs by pairing them with castrated males.
The hormonal mechanism for the postponement of the subsequent egg laying in fertile pairs may involve a post-ovulatory decline in LH levels which occurs in females laying fertile, but not in females laying infertile, eggs (Cheng & Follett, 1976) . It is known that prolactin peaks near oviposition (March & McKeown, 1973) , that prolactin suppresses gonadotrophin release (Bates, 
